Hantavirus Puumala infection as a cause of fever of unknown origin in a child.
Hantavirus infection due to Puumala virus causes nephropathica epidemica, a disorder characterized by fever, haematological abnormalities, mild renal dysfunction and ophthalmological abnormalities. The prevalence in most European countries is low, but the virus can be endemic. In children, hantavirus infection is rare. This paper describes a young girl diagnosed with hantavirus infection. The patient presented with high fever, proteinuria, haematuria and eye lesions, but other typical hallmarks of the disease, such as thrombocytopenia and renal dysfunction, were absent. This case report demonstrates the need to consider the diagnosis of hantavirus infection in children with prolonged fever of unknown origin. The diagnosis is based on serological tests.